
 
 

SAMPLE GENERAL NOTES 
 
 
1. All construction shall be in accordance with these Plans and in conformance with the City of 

Riverside Public Utilities Department, Water Division, Standard Specification No. 205 for Water 
Distribution Systems, latest revision; all applicable A.W.W.A. Standards and Specifications, 
except as noted; and the Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction (Greenbook), 
latest adopted edition and amendments. 

 
2. All water mains 12 inch and under shall be Class 350 D.I.P. per A.W.W.A. C-151. 
 
3. Approval of this Plan by the Water Division does not relieve the private engineer of the design 

responsibility thereof.  The private engineer signing these plans is responsible for assuring the 
accuracy and acceptability of the work hereon.  In the event of discrepancies arising during 
construction, the private engineer shall be responsible for determining an acceptable solution and 
revising the plans for approval by the City. 

 
4. The developer shall be responsible for preserving or re-establishing and referencing survey 

monuments destroyed, disturbed or buried as a result of the construction shown hereon. 
 
5. Water mains shall be laid to the line and grade shown on the Plan. 
 

A. The Developer’s Engineer shall provide a construction off-set line and station all fittings 
and appurtenances.  Cut sheets shall be provided for pipelines on all streets. 

 
B. Minimum depth of cover over water mains under 12 inches in diameter shall be 3.0 feet, 

unless otherwise noted.  All 12 inch diameter water mains shall have 4.0 feet of cover. 
 
6. The existence and location of any underground utility pipes, conduits, cables or structures shown 

on these Plans were obtained by a search of available records.  To the best of our knowledge, 
there are no existing utilities except as shown on these Plans.  The Contractor is required to take 
due precautionary measures to protect the utility lines shown, or any other lines not of record or 
not shown on these Plans. 

 
7. Proposed electrical underground and street light facilities are not shown on the Plan.  The 

Contractor shall coordinate installation with the Developer and Public Utilities Department, 
Electrical Division, 951-826-5452, for locations of the proposed electrical and street light facilities. 

 
8. Pipe shall be handled so as to protect pipe at all times and shall be carefully bedded to provide 

continuous bearing and to prevent uneven settlement.  Pipe shall be protected against flotation at 
all times.  Open ends shall be sealed at all times when construction is not in progress. 

 
9. Unless otherwise approved, water mains and sewer mains shall not cross with less than 1.0 foot 

of vertical clearance.  Water service lines and sewer laterals shall not be in the same trench, a 
minimum, horizontal clearance of 10 feet is required.  Water mains shall clear all house sewer 
laterals by a minimum of 1.0 foot vertical clearance (per CWD-021 and CWD-022). 

 
 



 
10. Water meter boxes and fire hydrants shall be placed at curb site locations.  The Contractor shall 

adjust the meter boxes to sidewalk grade after the sidewalks have been poured. 
 
11. A material list, per Water Division Specification No. 205, Section 3-11 and material certifications 

must be submitted for Water Division approval prior to installation. 
 
12. The Contractor may begin construction only after a preconstruction meeting is held with the 

Water Division Engineering staff.  Contact Water Construction Inspection at 951-826-5549, at 
least one week prior to the planned start of construction of the waterlines to arrange this meeting. 

 
13. The Contractor shall call in a location request to Underground Service Alert (USA), 1-800-227-

2600, two working days before digging.  No Street Opening Permit will be issued by the Public 
Works Department involving excavation for underground facilities unless the applicant has been 
provided an inquiry identification number by USA.  All necessary permits shall be taken out by the 
construction Contractor.  A Street Opening Permit, issued by the Public Works Department, or a 
Riverside County Encroachment Permit, depending upon jurisdiction, is required prior to the start 
of construction. 

 
14. The Contractor shall pothole existing utilities, prior to construction, to determine the depth of 

cover.  The water main shall be installed with the required vertical clearance.  If insufficient cover 
exists, the Contractor shall the contact the private engineer who signed the plan to determine an 
acceptable solution. 

 
15. Prior to trenching, the Contractor shall request Water Division inspection two working days prior 

to trenching.  Plans and Specifications shall be on-site at all times. 
 
16. Water mains shall be sand bedded.  Native material with a sand equivalent greater than 30 will be 

allowed. 
 
17. The Contractor shall not backfill any trenches until he has obtained as-built stationing on all 

fittings and appurtenances. 
 
18. The Contractor shall bulkhead mains, place and compact backfill, test, sterilize and pass 

bacteriological testing before any tie-ins are made to the City system.  City forces will make the 
final system connections from the existing main.  No connections will be made until all testing is 
complete and written passing bacteriological test results have been submitted to the Water 
Division. 

 
A. Pressure testing shall be conducted after the trench backfill has passed the required 

compaction tests.  Hydro test pressure shall be 200 psi for two hours.  The leakage limit is 
15 gallons per inch diameter per mile, per 24 hours. 

 
B. Gas chlorination is required for a minimum period of 24 hours.  After the minimum 

chlorination contact time, the Contractor shall dechlorinate the test water in accordance 
with the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region Order No. 
98-67 and National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) No. CAG998001.   

 
C. A minimum of two bacteriological tests are required, per day.  Approximately one sample 

shall be taken per 500 feet of main for two consecutive days. 
 
19. Refer to City of Riverside Public Works Department drawings (list the R-, S-, and D- numbers) for 

project coordination. 
 
20. Blue hydrant reflectors are required for each hydrant. 


